GOLDEN  BOOKS  EXPAND  WHITMAN  LINE 


Two  Golden  books  about  coin  collect¬ 
ing  have  been  added  to  the  Whitman 
line.  They  are  unique  in  many  respects, 
particularly  in  that  they  arc  not  an  orig¬ 
inal  product  of  this  office.  The  two 
books  have  been  an  important  part  of 
the  Golden  Press  line  for  many  years. 
Golden  Press,  located  in  New  York 
City,  is  a  part  of  Western  Publishing 
Company,  Inc.  and  a  brother,  so  to 
speak,  of  Whitman.  Golden  Books  arc 
nationally  known  for  their  excellent 
quality,  the  Goiden  Encyclopedia  being 
particularly  well  known  for  its  excel¬ 
lence  and  popularity.  The  two  coin 
books,  which  have  always  sold  very  well 
in  the  Golden  line,  are  natural  additions 
to  the  Whitman  line,  as  they  cover  an 
area  not  touched  by  any  of  our  standard 
reference  catalogs. 

The  first  of  these  is  an  impressive 
8l/i"  x  11"  book  entitled  Coins  and 
Coin  Collecting,  by  Seymour  Reit.  It 
has  a  very  attractive  full  color  hard 
cover  that  will  immediately  appeal  to 
anyone  even  moderately  interested  in 
coins.  It  contains  105  pages  of  high 
quality  paper  and  is  chock-full  of  il¬ 
lustrations,  many  of  which  are  in  full 
Aolor.  Every  phase  of  coinage  and  coin 
collecting  is  depicted,  not  only  with  ac¬ 
tual  photographs  of  coins,  but  with 
attractive  supplemental  drawings  of  per¬ 
sons,  places,  and  events  connected  with 
the  history  of  money.  These  supplemen¬ 


tary  illustrations  were  created  by  the 
talented  artist  W.  T.  Mars. 

This  is  the  type  of  book  that  will  ap¬ 
peal  to  both  collectors  and  non-collect¬ 
ors  and  particularly  to  the  younger  gen¬ 
eration  of  about  high  school  age.  It  is 
not  a  dry  scholarly  approach  to  coins  on 
the  numismatic  level,  but  rather  an  in¬ 
triguing  and  stimulating  narrative  built 
around  the  history  and  romance  of  coins 
through  the  ages.  It  docs,  however,  con¬ 
tain  essential  parts  that  will  expand  any 
collector's  knowledge  of  the  subject.  Un¬ 
like  most  of  the  Whitman  coin  reference 
l>ooks,  this  is  not  a  price  catalog.  It  pre¬ 
sents  in  a  most  enjoyable  fashion  the 
historical  side  of  coins  rather  than  their 
current  values. 

As  its  cover  proclaims,  this  is  an  in¬ 
troduction  to  coins,  currency,  and  col¬ 
lecting  and  it  does  a  top  notch  job  of 
covering  all  of  these  topics  from  the 
earliest  times  through  modem  foreign 
coins  and  all  United  States  issues.  It 
places  emphasis  on  the  most  significant 
coins  and  tells  the  background  of  classic, 
rare  issues,  odd  and  curious  forms  of 
money,  and  commcmoratives.  It  also 
gives  the  young  enthusiast  necessary  in¬ 
formation  about  minting  techniques, 
mint  marks,  paj>cr  money  errors,  grad¬ 
ing,  coin  clubs  and  the  like.  The  actual 
coin  photos  have  been  selected  from 
museums  throughout  the  world  and  arc 
of  the  highest  quality. 


This  is  the  ideal  type  of  basic  book 
needed  to  start  a  person  on  the  right 
path  toward  appreciating  coins  and  the 
hobby.  It  provides  the  necessary  back¬ 
ground  to  whet  the  interest  of  a  begin- 
ner  or  expand  the  horizons  of  more  ad¬ 
vanced  buffs.  Its  suggested  retail  price 
of  $3.95  is  modest  for  such  an  attractive 
and  thorough  presentation. 

The  second  Golden  Book  that  Whit¬ 
man  is  now  offering  is  part  of  a  line 
that  Golden  calls  their  “Quiz  Me” 
hooks.  This  is  a  scries  covering  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  popular  topics  with  an  ap¬ 
proach  that  appeals  to  youngsters  eager 
to  learn  more  about  the  world  around 
them.  The  “Quiz  Me”  scries  is  pro¬ 
duced  in  paper  back  format  and  finds 
ready  sales  on  all  book  counters  and 
newsstands. 

We  have  singled  out  one  of  their 
titles,  Coins,  by  Richard  L.  Lcisenring, 
as  we  feel  that  this,  too.  will  be  com¬ 
patible  with  our  established  line  of 
Whitman  coin  reference  guides.  It  has 
a  full  color  stiff  paper  cover  and  a  sug¬ 
gested  retail  price  of  only  45<f  for  its  48 
information-packed  pages.  Much  of  the 
art  work  and  photographs  mentioned  in 
the  previous  book  have  been  repeated  in 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


PLASTIC  COIN  HOLDERS 
EXCEPTIONAL  VALUE 

Wc  have  often  heard  that  the  Whit¬ 
man  2"  x  2"  plastic  coin  holder  is  the 
biggest  bargain  in  coin  collecting  history. 
We  will  not  argue  the  point!  Prior  to 
introduction  of  these  holders  in  1962, 
collectors  were  accustomed  to  paying 
$1.00  to  $2.50  for  a  solid  plastic  indi¬ 
vidual  coin  holder.  At  that  price  it  was 
usually  only  rare  and  expensive  coins 
that  were  given  such  preferred  treat¬ 
ment. 

Whitman’s  custom  designed  holders 
completely  reversed  this  trend  by  offer¬ 
ing  the  finest  in  protection  and  a  full 
range  of  sizes  for  only  ten  cents  each. 

These  outstanding  individual  coin 
holders  are  molded  from  the  finest  poly¬ 
styrene  plastic.  This  material  is  com¬ 
pletely  inert  and  will  not  harm  any  coin 
in  any  way.  When  properly  sealed,  it 
provides  maximum  protection  against 
air.  moisture,  and  other  harmful  ele¬ 
ments.  Each  holder  consists  of  two  iden¬ 
tical  sides,  with  a  tongue  and  groove 
fitting  that  snaps  together.  In  addition 
to  this  outer-edge  seal,  there  is  an  inner 
ring  around  the  coin  area  that  forms  a 
double  seal  for  added  protection.  The 
simple  pressure  of  snapping  the  two 
halves  together  makes  a  nearly  perfect 
airtight  seal.  There  are  no  screws  or  pegs 
to  break  and  the  overall  design  is  simple 
and  uncluttered.  As  an  added  feature 
the  surface  is  slightly  frosted  to  accen¬ 
tuate  the  enclosed  coin,  which  may  be 
seen  from  both  sides  through  its  crystal 
clear  window. 

There  are  a  total  of  35  different  sizes 
in  this  scries,  each  of  them  a  uniform 
2"  x  2"  square.  They  store  perfectly  in 
all  standard  coin  boxes  and  files  and  also 
in  the  regular  vinyl  pages.  The  multi¬ 
tude  of  sizes  that  has  been  selected  will 
accommodate  almost  any  modem  coin. 
They  range  from  a  minute  13  mm,  the 
size  of  a  small  U.S.  gold  dollar,  to  41 
mm,  the  size  of  a  large  crown.  Many  of 
the  in-between  sizes  arc  gauged  specifi¬ 
cally  to  fit  all  United  States  coins  minted 
after  1834  and  all  modern  Canadian 
coins.  Most  foreign  coins  and  medals 
either  fit  perfectly  in  these  sizes  or  come 
within  a  half  millimeter,  so  that  they  arc 
accommodated  nicely. 

The  holders  for  U.S.  cents  through 
dollars  are  the  most  popular  in  this  series 
and  can  usually  be  identified  on  sight 
because  of  their  familiar  size.  These 
holders  have  no  identification  mark.  All 
of  the  other  holders  are  marked  with  a 
small  inconspicuous  code  number.  U.S. 
gold  coins  arc  indicated  by  L-5.00,  I- 
2.50,  or  something  similar  indicating 
in  these  cases  a  Liberty  Head  half  eagle, 
or  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle.  Canadian 
coin  holders  arc  similarly  marked,  CAN- 


PACKING 

DIAMETER 

SIZE 

BULK 

BLISTER 

M.M. 

THOUSANDS 

9737 

9826 

13 

.514 

U.S.  Gold  Dollar— small 

9738 

9827 

15 

.597 

U.S.  Gold  Dollar — large 

9801* 

9837 

15.5 

.610 

minor  foreign 

9802* 

9838 

16.5 

.650 

minor  foreign 

9741 

9830 

17.7 

.698 

U.S.  $2.50  Indian 

9740 

9829 

18. 

.705 

U.S.  $2.50  Lil>erty 

9728* 

9758 

18. 

.705 

U.S.  10<f 

9739 

9828 

18.25 

.720 

U.S.  $2.50— early 

9726* 

9756 

19 

.750 

U.S.  u 

9803* 

9839 

19.25 

.759 

minor  foreign 

9804* 

9840 

20 

.785 

minor  foreign 

9742 

9831 

20.5 

.811 

U.S.  $3.00 

9727* 

9757 

21 

.835 

U.S.  5* 

9745 

9834 

21.5 

.846 

U.S.  $5.00  Indian 

9744 

9833 

21.5 

.849 

U.S.  $5.00  Liberty 

9743 

9832 

22.5 

.887 

U.S.  $5.00— early 

9805* 

9841 

23 

.904 

minor  foreign 

9806 

9842 

23.5 

.925 

minor  foreign 

9750 

9836 

24 

.941 

Canadian  25* 

9729* 

9759 

24.25 

.955 

U.S.  25* 

9807 

9843 

25 

.985 

minor  foreign 

9746 

9835 

27 

1.065 

U.S.  $  10.00/Canadian  50*  (I968-) 

9808 

9844 

27.7 

1.091 

minor  foreign 

9751 

9818 

30 

1.175 

Canadian  50*  (pre  19681 

9730* 

9760 

30.5 

1.205 

U.S.  50* 

9809* 

9850 

32.5 

1.280 

Canadian  $  1 .00  (1 968- 1  i 

1 

9748 

9846 

34.2 

1.347 

St.  Gaudcns  $20.00  " 

9749 

9847 

34.2 

1.348 

Roman  Numeral  $20.00 

9747 

9845 

34.5 

1.358 

Liberty  $20.00 

9810 

9851 

35.4 

1.395 

Crown  size  foreign 

9752 

9849 

36 

1.420 

Canadian  $1.00  (pre  1968] 

9811 

9852 

37.5 

1.480 

Crown  size  foreign 

9731* 

9761 

38 

1.500 

U.S.  $1.00 

9812 

9853 

39.5 

1.560 

Churchill  crown 

9813 

9854 

41.2 

1.625 

Crown  size  foreign 

*on!y  these  sizes  currently  available  in 

bulk  pack. 

-  §  m 


25  for  the  Canadian  quarter,  etc.  The 
in -be teen  sizes  simply  have  a  normal 
Whitman  stock  number.  For  instance, 
No.  9812  is  a  crown  size  holder"  that 
would  accommodate  the  English 
Churchill  crown,  or  any  coin  of  similar 
size. 

A  Coin  Size  Testing  Chart,  No.  9800, 
is  available  without  charge  through  job¬ 
bers.  This  is  essentially  a  regular  Whit¬ 
man  coin  board  with  holes  corresponding 
to  the  85  different  sizes  of  holders.  If  a 
collector’s  coin  fits  a  given  hole  in  the 
Testing  Chart,  it  will  fit  perfectly  any 
plastic  coin  holder  of  corresponding 
number.  Dealers  who  sell  a  variety  of 
sizes  of  the  plastic  coin  holder  should 
have  one  of  these  Coin  Testing  Charts 
handy  for  customer  use  in  selecting  the 
correct  size  holder. 

For  the  convenience  of  collectors,  these 
popular  Whitman  holders  have  been 
packaged  in  two  different  ways.  The 
handy  pack  of  five  holders  is  blistered 
on  a  hanging  card.  All  35  sizes  are  avail¬ 
able  in  this  packaging.  It  is  the  most 
popular  method  of  selling  holders,  as  it 
allows  collectors  to  buy  a  minimum 
quantity  of  many  different  sizes.  The 
second  method  of  packaging  is  a  box  of 
25,  which  retails  for  $2.50.  The  sturdy 
cardboard  container  may  be  used  by  the 
collector  as  a  storage  box.  This  package 
also  includes  25  pressure  sensitive  labels 
that  may  be  applied  to  the  holders  for 
coin  identification.  Only  the  most  pop¬ 
ular  sizes  arc  available  in  this  bulk 
packaging. 

Because  of  the  two  different  packag¬ 
ing  methods,  we  have  been  forced  to  as¬ 
sign  separate  numbers  to  each  holder, 
depending  upon  whether  they  are  bulk 
packed  or  blister  packed.  No.  9726,  for 
instance,  is  the  bulk  pack  of  25  U.S. 
cent  holders;  No.  9756  is  the  same  style 
holder,  but  in  a  blister  pack  of  five.  The 
Coin  Size  Testing  Chart  indicates  this 
size  only  as  No.  9726  and  the  variance, 
wc  realize,  has  caused  some  confusion. 
To  help  overcome  this,  we  are  present¬ 
ing  with  this  article  a  composite  chart 
showing  the  different  stock  numbers  and 
the  sizes  of  holes  in  both  millimeters 
and  thousandths  of  an  inch.  We  recom¬ 
mend  that  you  keep  this  chart  handy 
for  your  convenience  in  ordering  and  to 
assist  collectors  in  selecting  proper  sizes. 
Only  those  bulk  numbers  marked  with 
an  asterisk  are  presently  available.  No. 
9854,  the  largest  size  crown  in  blister 


pack,  is  temporarily  out  of  stock  in  our 
warehouse. 

Wc  believe  this  fine  line  of  plastic 
holders  is  destined  to  become  even  more 
popular  in  the  future  as  more  and  more 
collectors  realize  the  advantages  of  hous¬ 
ing  their  entire  collections  in  these  prac¬ 
tical  and  inexpensive  holders.  They  add 
beauty  and  protection  to  any  display, 
or,  when  used  individually,  enhance  the 
value  of  a  single  important  coin.  They 
are  also  compatible  with  the  standard 
Whitman  Mint  Set  Holders  for  United 
States  and  Canadian  coins.  A  variety  of 
sizes  of  the  individual  coin  holders  dis¬ 
played  adjacent  to  the  mint  set  holders 
will  find  ready  sales  among  collectors 
who  appreciate  the  finest  in  plastic  pro¬ 
tection.  ■ 

CONTINUOUS  ADS 
BUILD  READY  SALES 

In  these  days  of  soaring  prices,  when 
the  consumer  feels  inflation  eating  away 
at  every  dollar,  luxury  items  arc  con¬ 
stantly  being  scrutinized  for  quality  and 
value.  Hobby  items  are  not  a  necessity 
of  life  and  these  products  receive  stiff 
competition  from  the  consumer’s  more 
basic  needs  for  his  hard  earned  dollar. 

In  a  market  such  as  this,  wc  simply 
have  to  try  a  little  harder  to  do  a  more 
convincing  selling  job  than  the  purveyor 
of  food  and  clothing.  An  aggressive  ad¬ 
vertising  program  usually  answers  this 
need.  During  the  ’70’s,  you  must  sell  not 
only  hobby  products,  but  the  hobby  it¬ 
self.  We  need  to  cultivate  a  new  crop  of 
collectors. 

Whitman’s  promotional  plans  for  this 
year  keep  both  new  and  old  collectors  in 
mind.  Wc  will  continue  to  expand  our 
institutional  advertising  in  all  major  nu¬ 
mismatic  publications.  Wc  arc  proud  of 
the  continued  exposure  we  receive  in  the 
press,  not  only  through  paid  advertising, 
but  also  in  the  favorable  comments  that 
one  so  frequently  secs.  Ours  is  a  reputa¬ 
tion  built  upon  35  years  of  reliable  ser¬ 
vice  to  collectors  and  we  are  dedicated 
to  the  perpetuation  of  this  image. 

It  is  not  by  chance  alone  that  Whit¬ 
man  ads  appear  on  the  back  page  of 
most  publications.  In  some  cases  wc  have 
waited  years  to  obtain  this  choice  spot. 
All  of  our  advertising  program  is  de¬ 
signed  to  stimulate  interest  in  Whitman 
products  and  then  to  draw  customers 
to  local  stores.  When  this  publicity  is 
supplemented  by  your  own  advertising, 
it  can  produce  measurable  results.  The 
ad  mats  mentioned  in  the  last  Merchan¬ 
diser  are  one  means  to  this  end.  Wc  re¬ 
ceived  an  excellent  response  to  our  offer 
to  supply  these  without  charge.  If  you 
have  not  taken  advantage  of  these  aids, 
plan  to  try  them  soon.  ■ 


GOLDEN  BOOKS  EXPAND 
WHITMAN  LINE 

(Continued  from  page  I ) 
this  condensed  paper  back  version. 
Many  of  the  illustrations  arc  in  full 
color  and  the  overall  package  is  ex¬ 
tremely  appealing. 

This  book  presents  a  capsule  look  at 
the  world  of  coins  and  the  fun  of  col¬ 
lecting.  It  covers  the  entire  span  from 
ancient  to  modern  and  will  certainly 
leave  the  reader  with  the  feeling  that 
coin  collecting  can  be  a  most  enjoyable 
hobby.  It  is  aimed  at  the  general  public, 
particularly  the  younger  group,  who  per¬ 
haps  know  little  or  nothing  about  this 
lore. 

In  adding  these  two  volumes  to  the 
Whitman  line  wc  hope  to  accomplish  a 
very  necessary  aim,  that  is,  to  build  a 
new  generation  of  coin  collectors  and 
add  vitality  to  the  hobby.  Coins  and 
Coin  Collecting,  (No.  12100)  and  Coins 
(No.  5342)  are  now  available  through 
your  regular  Whitman  coin  supply  job¬ 
bers.  Wc  hope  you  will  add  them  to 
your  stock,  not  only  for  the  increased 
sales  they  will  generate,  but  for  the  en¬ 
joyment  they  will  bring  to  thousands  of 
new  enthusiasts.  ■ 


INTEREST 
BEARING  NOTES 


The  long-aw.-.ited  Guide  Book  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Commonwealth  Coins  will  be  off  the 
press  and  ready  for  distribution  some 
time  in  April.  Full  details  about  this  new’ 
publication  will  be  presented  in  the  next 
Merchandiser .  For  the  time  being,  wc 
want  to  pique  your  interest  by  stating 
that  we  feel  it  will  be  a  significant 
milestone  in  numismatics.  This  series 
currently  enjoys  tremendous  popularity 
among  collectors  and  a  concise  reference 
book  of  this  sort  showing  current  prices, 
mintage  records,  and  other  important 
data  is  sure  to  be  well  received. 


Red  Books  are  still  selling  well  and  wc 
urge  you  to  entice  as  many  collectors  as 
possible  into  buying  this  year’s  edition. 

Here’s  why. 

The  1 97 1  Red  Book  will  contain  some 
surprises.  Wc  cannot  yet  let  you  in  on 
our  secret,  but  guarantee  that  the  new 
edition  will  create  a  big  stir  and  col¬ 
lectors  will  appreciate  having  this  year’s 
book.  Wc  hojx?  tliis  brief  announcement 
makes  you  curious  (red).  You  will  not 
be  disappointed !  ■ 


STAMP  ACCESSORIES 
ALWAYS  POPULAR 

Once  again  in  stock,  Whitman’s 
Master  Stock  Book  is  available  and 
ready  for  shipment.  This  essential  piece 
of  stamp  collecting  equipment  with  its 
full  color  famous  painting  cover  is  spiral 
bound,  contains  twelve  8J/2"  x  11"  top 
quality  pages,  and  is  sturdy  in  every  re¬ 
spect.  The  beginner  and  the  connoisseur 
alike  find  this  book  a  very'  necessary 
part  of  stamp  collecting.  No.  6602, 
Master  Stock  Book,  has  a  suggested  re¬ 
tail  of  $2.00. 

To  those  who  already  have  stock 
books  but  require  refills,  we  offer,  in 
plastic  packages  of  five,  the  same  quality 
sheets  as  found  in  the  Master  Stock 
Book,  punched  for  3-ring  binders. 

6505  1  package  (5  sheets)  for  singles, 
75g  suggested  retail. 

6619  1  package  (5  sheets)  for  blocks, 
75t  suggested  retail. 


The  internationally  famous  Whit-Pcrf 
Perforation  Gauge  is  also  an  excellent 
item  for  use  during  the  long  winter 
months.  This  unique  and  useful  tool  is 
designed  in  slide-rule  format  and  con¬ 
tains  the  quarter  points  (quarter  divi¬ 
sions)  of  perforations  necessary’  for  the 
measurement  of  the  many  jrerforalion 
varieties  of  stamps.  Made  of  shrink  re¬ 
sistant  laminated  plastic,  sealed  and 
mounted  on  cardboard,  No.  6616,  Whit- 
Pcrf  Perforation  Gauge,  has  a  Suggested 
retail  of  59f.  ■ 


1969  STAMP  ALBUMS 
AND  SUPPLEMENTS 

The  new  Frontiersman  and  Crusader 
stamp  albums  are  now  ready  for  distri¬ 
bution.  These  beginners’  albums  have 
been  completely  updated  through  1969 
and  outfitted  with  new  covers  more  ap¬ 
pealing.  if  possible,  than  the  previous 
ones.  The  Frontiersman  houses  stamps 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Crusader 
stamps  of  the  work!,  and  for  a  mini¬ 
mum  outlay  any  youngster  can  be  a 
world-wide  stamp  expert.  Stock  num¬ 
bers  and  new  suggested  retail  prices  are 
as  follow’s: 


6700  Frontiersman . $1.69 

6701  Crusader .  $1.69 


The  new  1969  supplements  sheets  for 
the  Heritage  series  of  albums  are  now 
ready  for  delivery: 

6522  for  Lincoln-Constitution 


Albums  .  $1.25 

6559  for  United  Nations 

(inc.  Swiss)  . $1.25 

6576  for  U.S.  Commem. 

Plate  Block  . $1.25 

6568  for  Canada  .  $1.00 


These  arc  suggested  retail  prices:  job¬ 
ber  discounts  are  in  effect. 

As  there  will  be  no  printed  supple¬ 
ments  for  the  Voyager  or  All-Nations 
stamp  albums,  we  arc  suggesting  the  use 
of  blank  pages,  with  or  without  quad¬ 
rille  rule,  bordered  as  in  the  albums, 
for  general  world  wide  stamp  mounting. 
This  w’ill  allow  the  collector  to  mount 
the  stamps  he  has  acquired  and  in  no 
way  enters  into  the  controversy  of 
“CTO”  or  other  sets  of  stamps  some¬ 
times  referred  to  as  questionable.  ■ 
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